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Presentation outline

1. Context for START’s engagement in GOFC-GOLD

2. Current suite of modalities, recent activities, and 
outputs-outcomes

3. Looking Forward - Challenges for enhanced and 
impactful capacity building within GOFC GOLD



1. Context for START’s engagement in GOFC-GOLD

• Global effort to ensure continuous program of space-based and 
in situ forest and other land cover observation to better 
understand global change; support international assessments 
and MEAs; and contribute to NRM 

• Created originally as a pilot project of CEOs; graduated into a 
broader-themed organization to accommodate growing 
interest in forest and land-cover related issues

• The 1997 GOFC Workshop at START  initiated a targeted effort 
on Capacity Building

(Aim: foster capacity and collaboration on forest & land cover 
dynamics through regional networks)



START’s Role in GOFC-GOLD 

• Cooperative agreement with NASA – focus on 
capacity building in developing regions since 1997
– Enhance access to existing data and tools
– increase human resource capacity to utilize data in 

research and NRM
– foster regional and international networks of scientists 

engaged in forest cover and land dynamics. 
• Broaden engagement of network members in other START 

programs, including fellowships on adaptation to change and 
research grants

• Regional network coordinators: Krishna (previously Olga)



2. Current suite of modalities, recent activities,
and outputs-outcomes

• Data and tools access and use (partnership with EROS, BU)

• Partnership Enhancement  visiting scientists program (in 
partnership with U. MD)

• Regional Network Workshops including training for young 
scientists (in partnership with NASA; NOAA; UMD; Universities and 
government/civil society agencies in host countries)

• Support network scientists participation in Intl. 
Conferences

• Cross-regional and thematic Learning Forum to 
distill added-value outcomes (input to GEO, SBSTA, …)

• GOFC-GOLD Conference 



Snap shot: START/GOFC-GOLD 2011-2014

Summary of the Activities supported (2011-2014) Total Activities supported: 24 over 3-yr period

• Engaged around 1000  persons in various GOFC-GOLD related 
events (Regional network, training participants in the 3-year 
grant period (i.e. 2011-2014

• Distributed data products
• Fellows conducted further training

Outcomes



11 active GOFC-GOLD Regional Networks:
A significant outcome

100s of active members on ongoing basis



Some network people…
Natasha Ribeiro

Currently Professor at 
Universidade Eduardo 
Mondlane, 
Mozambique active 
GOFC Gold 
member/leader. 
Member of the Miombo 
RN,  helped establish 
SAFINET



Mercy Mwanikah Ojoyi

Currently ACCFP 3 fellow and 
working with START and BU to 
develop proposal on training 
related to applications with 
open access software. Helping 
establish RN for East Africa



Ilina Kamenova

Member of SCERIN Network 
completeing her PhD



Synthesis and publications:
an example



Another significant outcome
Extensive use of REDD Sourcebook (GOFC-GOLD,
2010: A sourcebook of methods and procedures for
monitoring and reporting anthropogenic greenhouse
gas emissions and removals caused by deforestation,
gains and losses of carbon stocks in forests remaining
forests, and forestation)

Ask Brice Mora for stats on 
usage of this



Looking Ahead – thoughts for enhanced and 
impactful CB within GOFC GOLD

Evolving global realities

Driving six related trends
in international science

New imperative: building 
capacity of regional systems

Community of practice comprising science, practitioner, decision-policy cohorts



Evolving global realities

• Inseparability of social, economic, political, 
cultural and environmental problems

• Centrality of people; behaviour and social 
practice

• Urgency of transformation; profound social 
change



Driving six related trends
in international science

• Shifting research agendas and conceptions of 
scientific relevance

• Shifting approaches to the production and use of 
knowledge

• Shifting programming principles and dynamics
• Shifting institutional partnerships and new players
• Shifting funding arrangements
• Shifting (geo-)politics of science?



Evolving Capacity building imperative

• From capacity building as a disconnected special function

• To capacity building as an embedded, cross-cutting 
priority

• From a focus on supporting catch-up: capacity building 
(primarily through individual level training)

• To more comprehensive science systems support, and a 
focus on securing access and voice, mobilizing excellence 
and leadership that is solutions oriented and fosters 
resilience .

A strategic Framework for START’s capacity building for regional systems



Individual level 
capacity building

Organizational level 
capacity building

System level capacity 
building

1. Enhance skill development on interpretation & 
application of Earth observation data

2. Provide opportunities for collaboration and 
networking

1. Improve institutional access to NASA’s Earth 
observation data

2. Knowledge exchange between US and developing 
country institutions

1. Foster regional networks on land use/cover change 
research, including forestry, fire disturbance, 
agriculture, & the carbon cycle dynamics

2. Promote access & application of Earth observation 
data in research

TECHNOLOGIES KAN

NATURAL 
ASSETS 

KAN

Example:  Relevance of START’s capacity building for GOFC-GOLD in relation to 
contributions to Future Earth and SDGs

A strategic Framework for START’s capacity building for regional systems

URBAN 
KAN



Building communities of practice within GOFC 
GOLD

Need for anchoring CB work within GOFC-GOLD within the milieu of 
development and sustainability challenges (e.g., context of SDGs, 
Climate Agreement, WSDRR, IPBES, etc.)

Need for creation of more opportunities for cross-network knowledge 
exchange (learning forums), and research (e.g. monitoring INDC’s)

Need to assess and enhance the efficacy of existing RNs – possibly by 
fostering them as Knowledge Action Networks with the objective of 
supporting a broader community of researchers and stakeholders 
(related to urban, FEW nexus, SERVIR+, etc.)

Networking rk coordinator!!!



SCERIN RN - Brasov RedLatiFF RN – San Paolo

SEARRIN RN - Bogor



GOFC-GOLD Fellows at BU GOFC-GOLD Fellows at EROS 
Center
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